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Two semesters with lab. Any two of the following may be used to fulfill this
requirement: Chemistry 1091, 1092, 1101, 1102, 1109, 2100, 2400, 2510.

Since Chemistry 1091 and 1101 are offered only in the fall, students recommended for



Any First-Year Seminar, regardless of the department through which it is taught, will
take the place of one semester of English. Some schools will accept a second writing-
intensive course in lieu of English (with a letter from the professor), though students
are encouraged to take at least one course offered by the English Department (English
1070 or any other course over 1000 is appropriate, though students should seek advice
from the English Department before enrolling in English 1060) or to meet with Health
Professions Advising to discuss the requirements of their intended program.

Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences:







Beginning in September, the Writing Assistants offer conferences in the Writing Center to
students writing papers in any course and at any stage of the writing process. Writers may sign up
for 45-minuteconferences at https://www.bowdoin.edu/baldwin-center/make-an-appointment or
drop in for conferences as time allows. For more information, please consult the website or contact
Tammis Donovan, Coordinator of the Baldwin Center, at (207) 725-3006 or
tdonovan@bowdoin.edu .




“Introduction to Anthropology.” We always save several seats for first-year students in
these introductory courses.
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semester will help students prepare for an Asian Studies major and make it easier to
study abroad in Asia if they wish.

Students who have studied Japanese/Chinese in high school should have received a
placement recommendation based on their performance on the placement test this
summer and their language consultation. Any student who was unable to take the
placement exam should consult with a faculty member in Japanese/Chinese as soon as
possible.

For questions about Chinese language, please contact Dr. Xiaoke Jia

at xjia@bowdoin.edu.

For questions about Japanese language, please contact Dr. Hiroo Aridome
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Most students interested in exploring Biology at Bowdoin start by taking either BIOL
1101 “Biological Principles I” or BIOL 1109 “Scientific Reasoning in Biology.”

BIOL 1101 is the first of a two-semester introductory biology sequence. Each year BIOL
1101 is offered in the fall semester and BIOL 1102 “Biological Principles 11” is offered in
the spring semester, allowing students to explore 2000-level biology courses in the
following year.

BIOL 1109 is a one-semester introductory biology course that prepares students to
explore 2000-level courses in subsequent semesters. BIOL 1109 is offered every
semester.

Incoming first-year students who have completed the Biology placement exam and the
Quanti

11



Placements are determined based on the result of the Chemistry Placement Exam and
other information, which includes the Quantitative Reasoning Placement Exam, Physics
Placement Exam (also strongly recommended for students interested in chemistry
courses), SAT or ACT scores, and AP or IB scores.

Chemistry courses numbered between 1000-1090 are meant to fulfill the INS
requirement and assume no previous science background. They are appropriate for
students who do not intend to take further courses in chemistry at Bowdoin. They do not
require a Placement in chemistry.

Chemistry courses numbered 1091 and higher: Students intending to enroll in any
chemistry course numbered 1091 or greater MUST complete the Chemistry Placement
Exam. If students are missing a placement in chemistry, see information about
Placement (above).

CHEM 1091 (Introductory Chemistry and Quantitative Reasoning 1) is offered as an
invitation-only fall-semester course and is intended for students with limited background
in chemistry who will benefit from additional time devoted to improving quantitative
skills. CHEM 1091 leads to CHEM 1092 in the spring. CHEM 1091 meets for three one-
hour lecture sections per week, one three-hour laboratory per week, and one 1.5-hour
problem solving/quantitative skills building session per week.

CHEM 1101 (Introductory Chemistry 1) is offered only as a fall-semester course and is
intended for students with limited to adequate backgrounds in chemistry. CHEM 1101
leads to CHEM 1102 in the spring. CHEM 1101 meets for a total of three lecture-hours
per week, and one three-hour laboratory per week.

CHEM 1109 (General Chemistry) is a one-semester course, taught during both the fall
and spring semesters, and is intended for students with solid high school chemistry
preparation. Chemistry 1109 meets for a total of three lecture-hours per week and one
four-hour laboratory per week.

Chemistry courses in the 2000s, which are open to students with "CHEM 2000-
level/CHEM 1109" or "CHEM 2000-level" placement, are appropriate for students with
outstanding high-school chemistry preparation. These course options are CHEM 2250
(Organic Chemistry 1) and CHEM 2100 (Chemical Analysis) in the fall semester and
CHEM 2400 (Inorganic Chemistry) and CHEM 2050 (Environmental Chemistry) in the
spring semester (alternate years; offered in Spring of 2022). While CHEM 2510 and
CHEM 2520 are also entry points, students must also meet prerequisites in Math and
Physics to enroll in these courses. Students interested in CHEM 2100 should contact Prof.
Elizabeth Stemmler to learn more about the course.

Summary of Placements in Chemistry
Placement
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CHEM 1109 CHEM 1109 only
*CHEM 2000-level/CHEM 1109 |Chemistry at the 2000-level or CHEM 1109
CHEM 2000-level Chemistry at the 2000-level or CHEM 1109

*The “CHEM 2000-level/CHEM 1109” or “CHEM 1109/1101” placement indicates
that a student is on the border between two entry points to the chemistry curriculum.
Students should consult with Professor Danahy (mdanahy@bowdoin.edu ), Professor
Stemmler (estemmle@bowdoin.edu ), or course instructors to ensure a proper entry to
the curriculum but are permitted to enroll in either course.

*The CHEM 2000-level placement indicates that a student should enroll in a 2000-
level chemistry course. CHEM 2250 (Organic Chemistry I) is the most common entry
point.

Additional information: When deciding to begin with a 1000-level chemistry course or
a 1000-
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MUS 1261/CINE 1161, Introduction to Film Music, offered by the Music Department and
cross-listed with Cinema Studies

ASNS 2075/ENVS 2475/CINE 2075, Ecocinema: China's Ecological and Environmental
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groups across society; arguments for and against deregulation; the economics of racial
and gender injustice, etc. The major is a useful preparation for graduate study in
economics, law, business, finance, or public administration, but majors have also gone
on to medicine, environmental policy, education, agricultural work, computer science,
non-profit work, and many other fields.

The Economics department will provide an initial course placement for all first-year
students, based on each student’s responses to the previously required Math
Questionnaire, Quantitative Skills (QS) assessment tool, and their submitted AP
information.

Based on previous math experience and the answers to some of the questions in the QS
assessment and Math Questionnaire, students will be placed in one of the following
gateway courses for Economics:

e ECON 1050 Principles of Microeconomics and Quantitative Reasoning;
e ECON 1101 Principles of Microeconomics;

e ECON 1102 Principles of Macroeconomics; or

e a 2000-level elective of their choosing.

Students who have questions about their placement, or who wish to register for a first
Economics course that is different from their original placement, will need to email the
Economics placement coordinator Rachel Connelly at connelly@bowdoin.edu. If students
have not officially submitted AP/IB scores, then that information has not been considered
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Students who have taken AP Microeconomics and AP Macroeconomics and received a 4
or 5 on both, as well as students who received a minimum score of 6 on the Economics
IB exam, should have received a placement that reads “any 2000-level elective”. For
these students, Econ 2213 (History of Economic Thought) or Econ 2304 (Economics of
the European Union) are the appropriate classes if they want to get started right away
with economics. If students with these high AP/IB scores are adamant about taking Econ
1101 or Econ 1102, despite not being the recommended path, then they will forfeit their
AP economics credits and will need an override from the Economics placement
coordinator. With rare exceptions, students wishing to start immediately with Econ 2555
(Intermediate Microeconomics) or Econ 2556 (Intermediate Macroeconomics) should
wait until the spring term. Students seeking that exception should see the Economics
department placement coordinator Rachel Connelly.

EDUCATION

Students who have an interest in studying education (including those who hope to
become certified secondary school teachers) should take EDUC 1101, Contemporary
American Education, either their first or second semester (the course is offered every
semester). The Department offers a coordinate major, two interdisciplinary majors and a
minor.

The Bowdoin Education Department offers a no-cost opportunity to become a certified
public school teacher. Students who complete the Bowdoin Teacher Scholars program
are eligible for loan reimbursement. This program can be completed as an
undergraduate or within two years of graduation. Please see a member of the Education
Department to discuss your eligibility and plan your pathway.

ENGLISH

All Bowdoin students must take a First-Year Writing Seminar (FYWS) in their first year of
enrollment. Incoming students with concerns about their level of preparation for writing
at the college level should consult with their advisor and with the Director of Writing and
Rhetoric, Meredith McCarroll (mmccarro@bowdoin.edu). Options for students seeking
additional writing support and instruction include enrollment in a first-year writing
seminar in the fall followed by ENGL 1060 English Composition in the spring; or a first-
year writing seminar in each of the student's first two semesters.

ENGL 1105 “Introduction to Poetry” is open to incoming first-year students, as is ENGL
2750 “Asian American Literature,” and ENGL 2801 “Of Comics and Culture.” All other
2000-level English courses are open to first-years beginning in the spring semester of
their first year.

Some creative writing courses are open to first-year students, but they should be aware
that these classes fill up quickly. These classes are: ENGL 1228 “Introductory Fiction
Workshop,” ENGL-1240 “The Art of the Essay,” ENGL 2852 “Creative Writing: Poetry I11,”
ENGL 2864 “The Personal (Essay) is Political,” and Erst
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Students who received a score of 4 or higher on the English Literature AP Exam (not the
English Language exam) will receive one AP credit upon the successful completion of an

English department First-Year Writing Seminar or literature course, with a grade of B- or
higher.
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Environmental Studies Program

GENDER., SEXUALITY, AND WOMEN’S STUDIES

The interdisciplinary Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies Program (GSWS)
combines a variety of scholarly traditions to develop a culture of critical thinking about
the intersections of gender, sexuality, race, and class. Drawing primarily on the
humanities and the social sciences, courses in GSWS explore the social construction of
identity and experience as well as how difference, marginalization, and resistance exist
within and across cultures and historical periods. In its curriculum and its faculty
research, GSWS explores the multiple directions that feminist and queer scholarship and
activism take locally, nationally, and transnationally.

First-year students interested in GSWS have many courses available to them. There are
a number of first-year writing seminars as well as GSWS 1101 “Introduction to Gender,
Sexuality, and Women's Studies.” GSWS 1101 introduces key concepts, questions, and
methods that have developed within the interdisciplinary fields of gender, sexuality, and
women's studies; explores how gender norms differ across cultures and change over
time; examines how gender and sexuality are inseparable from other forms of
identification — race, class, ability, and nationality. It also considers the role that gender,
sexuality, and other identity knowledges play in resisting sexism, racism, homophobia,
and transphobia. Offered every semester, with few exceptions.

First-year writing seminars offered this fall:

GSWS 1032 Queering Video Games
GSWS/ENGL 1005 Victorian Monstrosity
GSWS 1025 /ENGL 1012 Jane Austen

GERMAN

No matter whether you are new to German or want to continue your study of German
language, literature, history, and culture, Bowdoin’s German department is excited to
welcome you! We offer a seamless curriculum that engages students in the rich cultural
traditions of the German-speaking countries from day one. All our courses — even the
very beginning German classes — emphasize interdisciplinary connections that relate
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First-year students considering either beginning or continuing the study of German
are strongly encouraged to take a course during their first semester.
Students with no prior exposure to German are encouraged to begin their study
in the first semester because doing so will allow them to take full advantage of
options open to them, including study in a German-speaking country. GER
1101, Elementary German I, is open to those with no previous study in the
German language. No placement necessary.

Students enrolled in either section (A or B) of GER 1101 or either section (A or B)
of GER 2203 may attend alternate sections of the same course on alternate days.
Being a first-year student does not mean that GER 1101 is the only course for
you. Your placement exam suggests any course from our full slate of 1102 (only
offered spring semesters) to 2203 or 2205 (offered fall semesters) or a 33xx-level
seminar. (The latter may very well occur, if you have AP or have studied
extensively in a German-speaking environment.) Please take this advice and
placement at face value — we rely on many years of experience and have an
excellent track record in appropriately placing students where they will best
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e Mathematics recommendation(s), marked with an (M)
e Statistics recommendation(s), marked with an (S)
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A student receiving a placement of either Math 1700, Math 1750, Math 1800 or Math
2000 and above who additionally has a year of high school or college biology is eligible
to enroll in Math 1808: Biomathematics. This course is appropriate for students
interested in how differential calculus is used to address questions from biology.

Statistics Placement
Math 1050: Introduction to Quantitative Literacy. Based on high school mathematical
preparation, a placement of Math 1050 is appropriate for some students who may

benefit from additional preparation before enrolling in further quantitative courses.

Math 1300: Biostatistics. This is an introduction to the statistical methods used in the
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There are two pathways into the MENA minor. The first is through the study of Arabic.
Students interested in Arabic should enroll in Arabic 1101. Students with prior knowledge
of Arabic should consult the Arabic tip sheet.

The second pathway into the MENA minor is through courses in other departments.
In the Fall of 2021, MENA courses include:

GOV 2690 Islam and Politics

REL 2208 Islam

REL 2237 Judaism Under Islam

Students are welcome to contact Professor Robert Morrison (rgmorris@bowdoin.edu)
with any questions about the MENA program.

MUSIC
See the Music Department Advising Tip Sheet.

NEUROSCIENCE

Students interested in majoring in Neuroscience should begin by taking Introduction to
Psychology (PSYC 1101) and/or Introductory Biology, both of which are required for the
major. (Please see the student’s biology placement to determine which Introductory
Biology course is most appropriate.) These courses serve as prerequisites for the two
introductory-level neuroscience classes, Neurobiology (BIOL 2135, fall semester) and
Physiological Psychology (PSYC 2050, spring semester), either of which will prepare
students for entry into the mid-level lab courses that form the core of the Neuroscience
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offered every spring, which covers 17t and 18™ century philosophy from Descartes to
Kant.

PHIL 2223: Logic. This course differs from other philosophy courses in that it has
problem sets and exams rather than papers. The course is a rigorous introduction to
formal symbolic logic, and its aim is to help us in distinguishing valid from invalid
arguments. The course does not presuppose any prior knowledge of logic, and is open to
first-year students.

First-year writing seminars and 1000-level courses offered this fall:

PHIL 1031: Ethics and the Embryo. This course addresses moral questions about the
human embryo. For example, when, if at all, is genetic enhancement morally
permissible? Is it wrong to have children? Can we harm someone simply by bringing her
into existence? If the embryo has the moral status of a person, does it follow that
abortion is morally impermissible? We will analyze philosophers’ answers to these and
related questions.

PHIL 1311: Socialism, Capitalism, and Democracy. Explores and critically evaluates
philosophical arguments for and against socialism. Questions in6 (s)-3. -0.001 Tw B( an801 Tw B( ¢
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score of 4 or better on the Psychology AP exam, or a score of 5 or better on the IB
Higher level exam, may skip PSYC 1101. For these students, we recommend PSYC 2025
or 2099 in the fall; or 2010, 2012, 2025, 2030, 2040, or 2050 in the spring. Although
these students are also eligible to take PSYC 2510 in the fall of their first year, we advise
them to wait at least one semester before doing so.

RELIGION

Psychology is the scientific study of the mind, brain, and behavior of individuals
(particularly human individuals). The first course in the department is PSYC 1101,
Introduction to Psychology, which is a prerequisite to all other psychology courses. This
course is offered every semester. It provides a broad overview of the topics covered in
psychology as well as an introduction to how psychological research is conducted. There
is no placement test for PSYC 1101; we assume that most students have not had the
opportunity to take a psychology course in high school. However, a student who has a
score of 4 or better on the Psychology AP exam, or a score of 5 or better on the IB
Higher level exam, may skip PSYC 1101. For these students, we recommend PSYC 2025
or 2099 in the fall; or 2010, 2012, 2025, 2030, 2040, or 2050 in the spring. Although
these students are also eligible to take PSYC 2510 in the fall of their first year, we advise
them to wait at least one semester before doing so.

ROMANCE LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES

Francophone Studies:

Course placement recommendations are based on information provided by the student,
AP/IB scores, and her/his placement test score. Students should enroll in the
recommended course but may move between course levels in the first weeks of classes
in consultation with department faculty, should they feel they have been misplaced. We
strongly encourage students to begin their language study at Bowdoin in the fall
semester, as language courses are sequential, the first course of the sequence (FRS
1101, 2203, and 2305) being offered ONLY in the fall semester.

FRS 1101 is open to students with no previous exposure to the language. All other first-
year students who studied French in high school should have taken the placement exam
prior to arriving on campus. However, if a student was unable to do so, the test is still
available on Blackboard. S/he should complete the test and notify someone in the
department (see below) as soon as possible so that the test may be assessed, and the
student given an appropriate placement. Native speakers of French should consult with
department faculty.

For students placing directly into a 2000-level class, it is important to know that FRS
2407-2410 are not sequential; students may take them in any order. FRS 2409 (Spoken
Word and Written Text) and FRS 2410 (Literature, Power, and Resistance) are offered in
both the fall and spring semesters, while FRS 2407 (Francophone Cultures) and FRS
2408 (Contemporary France through the Media) are offered only in the spring semester.
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Incoming students will receive one course credit for an AP exam on which they scored a
4 or a 5 or a higher-level IB exam on which they scored a 6 or 7 once they have
completed at least one French course at Bowdoin (FRS 2305 or higher) with a grade of

B- or above.

For questions about Francophone Studies placement, please contact Prof. Hanétha Vété-
Congolo at
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Italian Studies:

We strongly encourage students to begin their language study at Bowdoin in the fall
semester, as language courses are sequential, and the first course of the sequence
(1101, 2203, and 2305) is offered ONLY in the fall semester. There is one exception:
ITAL 1103, Accelerated Elementary Italian, is offered only in the spring for students who
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required to consult with the department chair before enrolling in a language course. The
department currently offers Russian language courses at the Elementary (first-year),
Intermediate (second-year), and Advanced (third-year) levels, as well as 3000-level
literature seminars taught entirely in Russian for our most advanced language students.

Russian Literature/Culture:
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DANCE

Students with little or no dance experience: DANC 1211 (Introduction to Modern
Dance); DANC 1213 (Introduction to Caribbean Dance); or DANC 1104 (Dance
Improvisation: Practices, Forms, and Structures).

Students with previous dance experience may enroll in upper-level
courses: DANC 2401 (Choreography for Dancers: Improvisation and Invention);
DANC 3211 (Advanced Modern Dance); or DANC 3406 (Performing Purple:
Celebrating 50 Years of Dance with SLMDances). Students should consult with
Prof. Aretha Aoki (aaoki@bowdoin.edu), Prof. Gwyneth Jones
(gjones@bowdoin.edu), or Prof. Adanna Jones (akjones@bowdoin.edu) to
determine which course is most appropriate.

Note: Most Dance courses are practice-based. More information is available in
specific classes. Students who wish to enroll in a course that they were not placed
in should always come to the first class meeting of the semester. There is often
some shuffling during the semester's first week as students find their best level.

THEATER

Students without prior experience and who do not intend to major are advised to
take an introductory course: THTR/DANC 1301 (Stagecraft); THTR/DANC 1302
(Principles of Design); THTR/DANC 1203 (Performance and Narrative); or THTR 1201
(Acting I).

Students with prior experience and/or considering the major should enroll in
THTR/DANC 1302 (Principles of Design); THTR/DANC 1301 (Stagecraft); or THTR 1201
(Acting 1). These courses fulfill a requirement in the Theater concentration and should be
completed as early as possible.

Auditions for the Spring 2021 Department musical Ondine will occur during the Fall 2021
semester. Students receive 0.5 credits for performing in a faculty-directed Department
production. Students interested in auditioning should contact Prof. Davis Robinson
(drobinso@bowdoin.edu).

URBAN STUDIES MINOR
(New minor, started Fall 2020)

Cities have played a key role in our lives throughout history as the center of power,
culture, economic wealth, migration, social interactions, and as home of our greatest
artistic works, buildings, and infrastructure projects. Incredibly complex and
multidimensional, the city has been called humanity’s “greatest invention.” At the same
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The Urban Studies minor draws together faculty from a variety of disciplines rooted in
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