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would connect to the New England grid. Many First Nations in Canada and the United
States would be directly affected by these projects.

Grand Chief Etienne Rich (Innu of Labrador), Chief Jean-Marie Vollant (Innu of

Pessamit), Chief Francois Néashit (Atikamekw of Wemotaci), and Chiefs Monik
Kistabish



will be generated by the Churchill Falls hydroelectric station in Labrador, which caused
the devastating flooding of thousands of square kilometres of Innu Nation territory, and

for which Innu Nation has never been compensated by Hydro-Québec.

On both sides of the border, First Nations argue that there was a lack of due diligence
and transparency in the transmission line approvals process, and that they were never

consulted.

In their letters to the Biden administration, the American and Canadian Chiefs urged
the U.S. Department of Energy to set aside the Presidential Permit issued for the NECEC
project, to conduct a comprehensive environmental impact study, and to take their

ethical concerns into serious consideration before proceeding any further.

In addition to taking their cases the highest level of government in both countries, the
Grand Chief of Innu Nation in Labrador and Chiefs of the Innu-Atikamekw-Anishnabek
Coalition in Quebec warn that Americans are being subjected to an expensive
greenwashing campaign. Given that Hydro-Québec has spent $10 million on an
intensive and biased advertising campaign in the USA in an effort to influence Maine
voters to cast their ballots in favour the NECEC project during an upcoming
referendum, they suggest that this could be considered as interference by a foreign

government.

In their letters to Prime Minister Trudeau, the Chiefs from Quebec and Labrador focused
on Hydro-Québec's violation of their constitutional rights and on its breaching of several
articles of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP), which will soon become law in Canada. "For decades, Hydro-Québec and the
Quebec government have ignored our repeated requests to sit down with us and

negotiate," they said.



"Hydro-Québec claims to offer green energy to American consumers, while making
billions of dollars in profits at the expense of the Indigenous peoples whose ancestral
lands it exploits. We are tired of this. That's why we're calling on the Canadian and

American governments to intervene on our behalf," they added.
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