
 

 

The Roosevelt was designed by Peary and 

naval architect W. E. Winant, and built by 

the Mckay and Dix shipyard in Verona, 

Maine.  The ship was designed specifically to 

sail in the heavy ice of northern waters.  The 

hull was rounded so it would rise when under 

pressure from pack ice, rather than being 

crushed or becoming stuck.  The bow was 

designed to break up ice that was in the 

ship’s way. The Roosevelt was launched in 

March 1905 and made only two trips to the 

Arctic with Peary, once in 1905-06 and again 

in 1908-09. The ship took the crew as far as 

Ellesmere Island and the rest of the travel 

was done by dog sledge.  

 
 

    

BOOKS TO READ 

The Story of Admiral Peary at the North 

Pole by Zachary Kent (Chicago: Childrens 

Press, 1988). Grades 3 through 5. 

 

Peary and His Promised Land: The Story 

of a Love Affair Between a Man and an 

Island by Edward P. Stafford (Friends of 

Peary's Eagle Island, 1998). 

 

Peary the Explorer and the Man by John 

Edward Weems (New York: St. Martin's 

Press, 1967). 

 

Guide to Eagle Island Nature Trails by 

Friends of Peary's Eagle Island (Maine: 

1998). 

The 5RRVHYHOW 

Who was Robert E. Peary?  

Who discovered the North Pole?  

How did explorers get there? 

 

Robert Edwin Peary  

A: South, every direction is 

south from the North Pole. 

Q: If you are standing at 

the North Pole which di-

rection are you facing?  

Fun Facts:  

 

 1.  Peary made 7 trips to the Arctic before 

finally reaching the North Pole on his 

8th. 

 



Robert Edwin 

Peary was born 

on May 6, 1856 

in Cresson, 

Pennsylvania.  

At the age of 

three, after his 

father's death, 

he moved to 

Maine where 

his mother had 

relatives. Peary  

went to 

Bowdoin College and studied civil engi-

neering. He graduated in 1877.  In 1881 he 

joined the US Navy Civil Engineers Corps. 

In 1884 Peary began his career of explora-

tion as chief assistant on an expedition to 

Nicaragua to survey a route for the planned 

alternative to the Panama Canal.   While 

shopping for a sun helmet for his trip to 

Nicaragua, Peary met Matthew Henson.  

Henson became a valuable assistant and 


