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Wedgwood was a member. Against a white oval backdrop, a mostly nude man—presumably 
African—kneels in supplication while shackled at the wrists and ankles. Inscribed around the 
figure is the question: “Am I Not a Man and a Brother?” This appeal to humanity became a 
common antislavery refrain and is paraphrased by several characters throughout Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin. Wedgewood’s design was soon adapted and appropriated for many British, French, and 
American prints, household items, and decorative arts, transforming the figure of the enslaved 
man in chains into the iconic image of abolition in the eighteenth century and later. An 
entrepreneur and abolitionist, Wedgwood distributed many of the medallions himself widely and 
internationally.  
 
 
MATTHEW BOULTON 
British, 1728–1809  
Abolition of Slavery Medal, minted 1807  
bronze  
Museum Purchase, Laura T. and John H. Halford Jr. Art Acquisition Fund  
2015.21  
 
Matthew Boulton, a friend of Josiah Wedgwood, created this bronze medal to commemorate the 
end of British involvement in the Atlantic slave trade with the inscriptions: “We Are All 
Brethren” and “Slave Trade Abolished / by Great Britain / 1807.” Centered i
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JOHN SARTAIN, after NATHANIEL JOCELYN 
American, born United Kingdom, 1808–1897 
Cinqué, Chief of the Amistad Captives, 1840–1841 
mezzotint 
Museum Purchase, Lloyd O. and Marjorie Strong Coulter Fund  
2021.15  
 
Using the technique of mezzotint, John Sartain created a reproducible version of Nathaniel 
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ANNE WHITNEY 
American, 1821–1915 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, 1893 
plaster 
Museum Purchase, Lloyd O. and Marjorie Strong Coulter Fund 
2022.27  
 
The Boston-based sculptor and activist Anne Whitney crafted this bust-length portrait of Stowe 
on commission for the author’s half-sister, Isabella Beecher Hooker. Whitney created two 
different busts of Stowe in plaster, which were then translated into marble. This bust is the 
second version. The first was included in the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago, 
situated alongside editions of Uncle Tom’s Cabin in English as well as translations in other 
languages. Stowe’s ringlets of hair, headband, lace collar, and shawl were well-known attributes 
of her public image, which the artist carefully preserved. Whitney also endows Stowe with an 
almost ageless appearance through sharply rendered features, a slightly downcast gaze, and only 
a few creases around the eyes to suggest wrinkles. These attributes all lend her a sense of 
humanity and gravitas, even as the author aged and grappled with dementia. 
 
 
ARTIST UNIDENTIFIED (German) 
Onkel Tom’s Hütte–Liebig’s Fleisch-Extract, ca. 1900  
chromolithograph 
George J. Mitchell Department of Special Collections & Archives, Bowdoin College Library 
 
ARTIST UNIDENTIFIED (German) 
Onkel Tom’s Hütte–Hauswaldt’s Kaiser-Otto-Kaffee, ca. 1900 
chromolithograph 
George J. Mitchell Department of Special Collections & Archives, Bowdoin College Library 
 
Decades after the initial publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin and the end of chattel slavery in the 
United States, episodes from Stowe’s novel became fodder for the international market of 
collectible trading cards. First developed to advertise Justus von Liebig’s invention of meat 
extract (a predecessor of the bouillon cube), chromolithograph images from literature, natural 
history, and a wide range of subjects became commonplace forms of advertisement by the end of 
the nineteenth century and were used to promote other products, including Johann Gottlieb 
Hauswaldt’s “Kaiser Otto” brand coffee. What did middle-


