
 
Bowdoin College Museum of Art to Host First Retrospective of Poet and Artist Mina Loy 

Featuring over 80 works and never-before-seen archival material, the exhibition celebrates Loy’s 
remarkable innovation and creative legacy 

Brunswick, ME—February 1, 2023—The Bowdoin College Museum of Art (BCMA) will organize and 
present Mina Loy: Strangeness is Inevitable, the first monographic presentation of the art of Mina Loy (born 
Mina Gertrude Lowy, 1882-1966), one of the most challenging poets of the twentieth century. Even though 
Loy developed a powerful body of visual art—one that was admired by contemporaries such as Marcel 
Duchamp, who curated a show of her work in 1959—no comprehensive exhibition has addressed the visual 
production of this pioneering modernist and feminist. Curated by Jennifer R. Gross, the exhibition includes 
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clippings, many of which highlight her intense relationship with her husband, the boxer and poet Arthur 
Cravan. Drawings by Beatrice Wood reflect the couple’s powerful connection.  

Her time in Paris is highlighted by her inventions, photos of which are included in the exhibition, among 
these are creative lamps, lampshades, and illuminating devices employing unprecedented techniques, 
materials, and concepts. These include the Swan Lamp Shade (c. 1927), an intricate Globe Lamp (c. 1925), 
and a stunning Calla Lily Vase Lamp 

$$
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exhibition mediates the mythology that has built up around her to disclose the real enigma that was Mina 
Loy.” 

Bowdoin College Museum of Art 
The Bowdoin College Museum of Art is the cornerstone of the arts and culture at Bowdoin. One of the 
earliest collegiate art collections in the nation, it came into being through the 1811 bequest of James 
Bowdoin III of 70 European paintings and a portfolio of 141 old master drawings. The collection has been 
expanded through the generosity of the Bowdoin family, alumn


