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How do these approaches look different in a classroom? Preschoolers in both kinds of programs might
learn about hthtnnhnU Qrmlnplq for PYaman hut in the ckille_haced nrogram, the child conld he aclrad
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learning not only ahout number sense, measurement, and other principles needed f’cr

o about how to listen to, and express, ideas.
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The child filling out the worksheet is engaged in a more one-dimensional task, but the child in the
play-based program interacts meaningfully with peers, materialg, and ideas, e s -
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Programs centered around constructive, teacher-moderated play are very effective. For instance,one -~

Iandomxued controlled-trial had 4- and 5-year-olds engage in make-believe play with adults-
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Through play, chllche learn to take turns, delay gratification, negotiate conflicts, solve problems, share
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hoes imaginative play also seeds the development of empathy, a key ingredient for

social-emotional success,

another person's
intellectual and
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have as much to do w1th emotlonal mtelh gence as they do with academic preparation. Kindergartners
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need to know not just sight words and lower case letters, but how to search for mesning: Tho-san

true of 18-year-olds.

For a five year-old, this connection begins and ends with the creating
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opportunity to fix the world too.
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