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ESSAY

What Children Lose When Their Brains Develop Too
Fast
Adverse early experiences can make young minds in�lexible, while a carefree childhood has clear

cognitive bene�its

ILLUSTRATION: JARRED BRIGGS

By Alison Gopnik
Dec. 9, 2021 12�42 pm ET
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SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS

How should this research influence the way parents approach child-rearing? Join the
conversation below.
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