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Robert White — entrepreneurial executive, political counselor and “wingman,” philanthropist,
educator—we honor you for your service to your community, your country, and not least your
college.

You came to Bowdoin from working-class Woburn, Massachusetts, as a first-generation student
majoring in economics and mathematics in the class of 1977. Here you bridged the divides between
campus cliques and plugged the gap between the goalposts; you won not just the ECAC ice hockey
championship but prestigious leadership positions and magna cum laude honors too.

Soon a CPA and then an MBA, you joined Bain Consulting and were the first to join Willard “Mitt”
Romney as he launched the new Bain Capital in 1984. That professional and personal partnership
would ultimately enter the political arena and cross a vast terrain of public policy and public service,
including stops at the 2002 Salt Lake City Olympics, the Massachusetts State House, and then the
national hustings. As Governor Romney’s presidential campaign chair, you were lauded as his
“wingman in the war room”—expert, trusted, calm, discreet. In 2008 you
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