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       A. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Are your responses to the CDS posted for reference on your institution’s Web site?      Yes      No 
If yes, please provide the URL of the corresponding Web page: 
http://www.bowdoin.edu/ir/data/cds-table.shtml 
 

 
A1.  Address Information 

Name of College or University:  Bowdoin College 
Mailing Address, City/State/Zip/Country:  5700 College Station, Brunswick ME 04011-8448 USA 
Street Address (if different), City/State/Zip/Country 
Main Phone Number:  (207) 725-3000 
WWW Home Page Address:  www.bowdoin.edu 
Admissions Phone Number:  (207) 725-3100 
Admissions Toll-free Number 
Admissions Office Mailing Address, City/State/Zip/Country:  5000 College Station, Brunswick ME 
04011-8441 USA 
Admissions Fax Number:  (207) 725-3101 
Admissions E-mail Address:  admissions@bowdoin.edu 
If there is a separate URL for yere iL for yere iere i
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within 150 percent of norm
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C5. Distribution of high school units required and/or recommended. Specify the distribution of academic high school 
course units required and/or recommended of all or most degree-seeking students using Carnegie units (one unit equals 
one year of study or its equivalent). If you use a different system for calculating units, please convert. 

 Units Required Units Recommended

Total academic units  20 

English  4 
Mathematics  4 
Science  4 
    Of these, units that must be lab  3 
Foreign language  4 
Social studies 

44
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SAT and ACT Policies 
 
C8. Entrance exams  
 
A. Does your institution make use of SAT, ACT, or SAT Subject Test scores in admi
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Freshman Profile  
 
Provide percentages for ALL enrolled, degree-seeking, full-time and part-time, first-time, first-year (freshman) students 
enrolled in fall 2008, including students who began studies during summer, international students/nonresident aliens, and 
students admitted under special arrangements. 
 
C9. Percent and number of first-time, first-year (freshman) students enrolled in fall 2008 who submitted national 
standardized (SAT/ACT) test scores.  Include information for ALL enrolled, degree-seeking, first-time, first-year 
(freshman) students who submitted test scores.  Do not include partial test scores (e.g., mathematics scores but not critical 
reading for a category of students) or combine other standardized test results (such as TOEFL) in this item. Do not convert 
SAT scores to ACT scores and vice versa. 
The 25th percentile is the score that 25 percent scored at or below; the 75th percentile score is the one that 25 percent scored 

at or above. 

Percent submitting SAT scores ___76%___  Number submitting SAT scores  ___372__ 
Percent submitting ACT scores ___26%___  Number submitting ACT scores  ___128__ 

 
 25th Percentile 75th Percentile 
SAT Critical Reading 650 760 
SAT Math 650 750 
SAT Writing 660 750 
SAT Essay   
ACT Composite 29 33 
ACT Math 29 34 
ACT English 29 34 
ACT Writing   

Percent of first-time, first-year (freshman) students with scores in each range: 

 SAT Critical Reading SAT  Math SAT Writing 
700-800 54% 51% 55% 
600-699 39% 39% 34% 
500-599 7% 10% 10% 
400-499 0% 0% 1% 
300-399 0% 0% 0% 
200-299 0% 0% 0% 

 100% 100% 100% 
 

 ACT 
Composite 

ACT English ACT Math 

30-36 69% 75% 69% 
24-29 27% 22% 27% 
18-23 4% 3% 4% 
12-17 0% 0% 0% 
6-11 0% 0% 0% 
Below 6 0% 0% 0% 

 100% 100% 100% 
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F. STUDENT LIFE 
 

F1. Percentages of first-time, first-year (freshman) degree-seeking students and degree-seeking undergraduates 
enrolled in Fall 2008 who fit the following categories: 

                First-time, first-year   Undergraduates 
                (freshman) students 

Percent who are from out of state (exclude international/nonresident 
aliens from the numerator and denominator) ___87%__ ___87%__ 
Percent of men who join fraternities ____NA__ ____NA__ 
Percent of women who join sororities ____NA__ ____NA__ 
Percent who live in college-owned, -operated, or -affiliated housing __100%__ ___94%__ 
Percent who live off campus or commute ____0%__ ____6%__ 
Percent of students age 25 and older ____0%__ ___<1%__ 
Average age of full-time students ____18___ ____20___ 
Average age of all students (full- and part-time)  ____18___ ____20___ 

 
F2. Activities offered Identify those programs available at your institution.  
 
         Campus Ministries          Li
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G. ANNUAL EXPENSES 
 
Provide 2009-2010 academic year costs of attendance for the following categories that are applicable to your 
institution. 
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H. FINANCIAL AID 
 

Please refer to the following financial aid definitions when completing Section H. 
 
Awarded aid: The dollar amounts offered to financial aid applicants. 
 
Financial aid applicant: Any applicant who submits any one of th th th thg r T n t s ,  j o b s , h
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Aid Awarded to Enrolled Undergraduates 
 
H1.  Enter total dollar amounts awarded to enrolled full-time and less than full-time degree-seeking undergraduates (using 

the same cohort reported in CDS Question B1, “total degree-seeking” undergraduates) in the following categories. 
(Note: If the data being reported are final figures for the 2007-2008 academic year (see the next item below), use the 
2007-2008 academic year's CDS Question B1 cohort.) Include aid awarded to international students (i.e., those not 
qualifying for federal aid). Aid that is non-need-based but that was used to meet need should be reported in the 
need-based aid column. (For a suggested order of precedence in assigning categories of aid to cover need, see the 
entry for “non-need-based scholarship or grant aid” on the last page of the definitions section.) 

 
Indicate the academic year for which data are reported for items H1, H2, H2A, and H6 below: 

  2008-2009 estimated    or     2007-2008 final 
 
 Which needs-analysis methodology does your institution use in awarding institutional aid? (Formerly H3) 

_____ Federal methodology (FM) 
__X__ Institutional methodology (IM) 
_____ Both FM and IM 

 
 Need-bad  
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H2. Number of Enrolled Students Awarded Aid:  List the number of degree-seeking full-time and less-than-full-time 
undergraduates who applied for and were awarded financial aid from any source. Aid that is non-need-based but that 
was used to meet need should be counted as need-based aid. Numbers should reflect the cohort awarded the dollars 
reported in H1.  Note:  In the chart below, students may be counted in more than one row, and full-time freshmen should 
also be counted as full-time undergraduates. 

e fresh-83.57, a8.87965 Tm
(-)Tj
10.00.0432005e fresFirst-timeh-83..02 0 410n0 10.02 346.44029 683683996 483.588 fresFull-timeh-83..02 0 210n0 10.02 346.44029 8998 0996 6836982Tj
0.0F10.02enh-83.57, a8.87965 Tm
(-)7j
10.00.0432005Incl. F10.0)h-83.57, a8.87965 Tm
(-)8j
10.00.0432005
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Note: These are the graduates and loan types to include and exclude
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Process for First-Year/Freshman Students 
 
H8. Check off all financial aid forms domestic first-year (freshman) financial aid applicants must submit: 
Details at: http://www.bowdoin.edu/studentaid/filing/ 

 FAFSA 
 Institution’s own financial aid form 
 CSS/Financial Aid PROFILECID 8 >>BDC 
BT
/TT0 1 Tf10.02 95.5Sal Aid PROFILECID 8 >>BDet >>BDC 
0 g
BT
/TT0 1f
065.7 11.7 re
f
58.32001 658.14e96[ b 0  re06 719.22061 Tm
( )Tj
ET
EMC 
/P
ET
EMC 
/P <</MCID 14/0.02 58.32016 719.22061 e3Tj
10.02 0 0 10..38017 672.001C 
/P 1  scn
58.32001 658.14001 11.7 11.7 re
f
58.32001 62e7F2 0 3<</MCID 14/0.02 7C202 0 0 10.02 73.38017 672.00156 Tm
(.0156 Tm
( ht)Tj
10.00 0 10..38017 672.001CTw 10.02 0 0 10.02 286.13995 672.0010
/P <</MCID 9 >>BDC 
0 g
B21 64 286
065.7 11.7 re
f
58.32001 658370.02 636.95996 Tm
( )Tj
ET
EMC 
/P <</MCID 10 >>BDC 
/CS088 632016 719.22061 e3Tj
10.02 0 0 0.0022 Tw 10.02 0 0 10.02 58.32016 672.01 Tm
4 )Tj
ET
EC 
/P
ET
EMC 
/P <</M 8 >>BDC 
88 >>B51  scnNoncustodal AROFILECI 719.22061 e310.02 0 00 0.40 0 1017 672.001CTw 10.02 0 00 0.40 0 1017 672.001CTw  
0 g
BP <<7 0 1DC 
0 g
BT
/TT0 1f
065.7 11.7ed70.02 636.95996 Tm
( )T6S 0 10.02 58.32016 672U >>b/MCID 10 >>BDC 
/CS081t33. g
BT
/TT0 1f
0 1 Tf
10.02 0 0 10.02 o
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I-3. Undergraduate Class Size 
 
In the table below, please use the following definitions to report information about the size of classes and class sections 
offered in the fall 2008 term. 
 
Class Sections:  A class section is an organized course offered for credit, identified by discipline and number, meeting at a 
stated time or times in a classroom or similar setting, and not a subsection such as a laboratory or discussion session. 
Undergraduate class sections are defined as any sections in which at least one degree-seeking undergraduate student is 
enrolled for credit. Exclude distance learning classes and noncredit classes and individual instruction such as dissertation or 
thesis research, music instruction, or one-to-one readings. Exclude students in independent study, co-operative programs, 
internships, foreign language taped tutor sessions, practicums, and all students in one-on-one classes. Each class section 
should be counted only once and should not be duplicated because of course catalog cross-listings. 
 
Class Subsections:  A class subsection includes any subsection of a course, such as laboratory, recitation, and discussion 
subsections that are supplementary in nature and are scheduled to meet separately from the lecture portion of the course. 
Undergraduate subsections are defined as any subsections of courses in which degree-seeking undergraduate students 
enrolled for credit. As above, exclude noncredit classes and individual instruction such as dissertati cl cl c l . y e . 0 2 0  0  1 0 . 0 2  7 8 . 9 4 3 5 3  5 3 1 . 8 3 5 6 2  2 1 . 8  T m 1 d 7  2 0 0  0  1 0 . 0 2  4 1 3 . 2 0 5 3 8  5 6 5 5 5 . 2 T m 
 ( 2 1 . 8  T m 1 d 7  2 0 c h e d u l ) T j 
 1 0 . 0 2  0  0  1 . 2 3 0 4 3  T m 
 2 1 . 8  T m 1 d 7  2 0 c l 2 1 . 8  T m 1 d 7  2 0 c 0  0  1 0 . 0 2  3 5 1 . 0 3 9 9 9  5 3 . 0 2 4 6 4 6 2  2 1 . 8  T m 1 d 7  2 0 0  0  1 0 . 0 2  3 5 7 . 7 1 3 3 8  5 9 2 . 6 2  6 9 m 
 2 1 . 8  T m 1 d 7  2 0 c l
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J.  Disciplinary areas of DEGREES CONFERRED 
Degrees conferred between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008        For each of the following discipline areas, provide the 
percentage of diplomas/certificates, associate, and bachelor’s degrees awarded. To determine the percentage, use majors, not 
headcount (e.g., students with one degree but a double major will be represented twice). Calculate the percentage from your 
institution’s IPEDS Completions by using the sum of 1st and 2nd majors for each CIP code as the numerator and the sum of 
the Grand Total by 1st Majors and the Grand Total by 2nd major as the denominator. If you prefer, you can compute the 
percentages using 1st majors only. 
Category Diploma/ 

Certificates 
Associate Bachelor’s CIP 2000 

Categories 
to Include 

Agriculture       1 
Natural resources/environmental 
science 

    5 3 

Architecture      4 
Area and ethnic studies     7 5 
Communicati
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Common Data Set Definitions 
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Carnegie units: One year of study or the equivalent in a secondary school subject. 

Certificate: See Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma. 

Class rank: The relative numerical position of a student in his or her graduating class, calculated by the high school on the 
basis of grade-point average, whether weighted or unweighted. 

College-preparatory program: Courses in academic subjects (English, history and social studies, foreign languages, 
mathematics, science, and the arts) that stress preparation for college or university study.  

Common Application: The standard application form distributed by the National Association of Secondary School 
Principals for a large number of private colleges who are members of the Common Application Group.  

*Community service program: Referral center for students wishing to perform volunteer work in the community or 
participate in volunteer activities coordinated by academic departments. 

Commuter: A student who lives off campus in housing that is not owned by, operated by, or affiliated with the college. This 
category includes students who commute from home and students who have moved to the area to attend college.  

Contact hour: A unit of measure that represents an hour of scheduled instruction given to students. Also referred to as clock 
hour. 

Continuous basis (for program enrollment): A calendar system classification that is used by institutions that enroll 
students at any time during the academic year. For example, a cosmetology school or a word processing school might allow 
students to enroll and begin studies at various times, with no requirement that classes begin on a certain date. 

Cooperative education program: A program that provides for alternate class attendance and employment in business, 
industry, or government. 

Cooperative housing: College-owned, -operated, or -affiliated housing in which students share room and board expenses 
and participate in household chores to reduce living expenses. 

*Counseling service: Activities designed to assist students in making plans and decisions related to their education, career, 
or personal development. 

Credit: Recognition of attendance or performance in an instructional activity (course or program) that can be applied by a 
recipient toward the requirements for a degree, diploma, certificate, or other formal award. 

Credit course: A course that, if successfully completed, can be applied toward the number of courses required for achieving 
a degree, diploma, certificate, or other formal award. 

Credit hour: A unit of measure representing an hour (50 minutes) of instruction over a 15-week period in a semester or 
trimester system or a 10-week period in a quarter system. It is applied toward the total number of hours needed for 
comt9 T87
(com)Tj
10.02 0p10.02 86.02089 232.92039 T8
(com)Tj
10.02 0 10.02 403.52988 232.83.290
( oom)Tj
10.02 0 10.02 333.02623 232.81693 Tm oomeomsomeombombom
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Differs by program (calendar system): A calendar system classification that is used by institutions that have 
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Liberal arts/career combination: Program in which a student earns undergraduate degrees in two separate fields, one in a 
liberal arts major and the other in a professional or specialized major, whether on campus or through cross-registration. 

Master’s degree: An award that requires the successful completion of a program of study of at least the full-time equivalent 
of one but not more than two academic years of work beyond the bachelor’s degree. 

Minority affiliation (as admission factor): Special consideration in the admission process for members of designated 
racial/ethnic minority groups. 

*Minority student center: Center with programs, activities, and/or services intended to enhance the college experience of 
students of color. 
 
Model United Nations: A simulation activity focusing on conflict resolution, globalization, and diplomacy. Assuming roles 
as foreign ambassadors and “delegates,” students conduct research, engage in debate, draft resolutions, and may participate 
in a national Model UN conference.   

Nonresident alien: A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and who is in this country on a visa or 
temporary basis and does not have the right to remain indefinitely. 

*On-campus day care: Licensed day care for students’ children (usually age 3 and up); usually for a fee. 

Open admission: Admission policy under which virtually all secondary school graduates or students with GED equivalency 
diplomas are admitted without regard to academic record, test scores, or other qualifications. 

Other expenses (costs): Include average costs for clothing, laundry, entertainment, medical (if not a required fee), and 
furnishings. 

Out-of-state tuition: The tuition charged by institutions to those students who do not meet the institution’s or state’s 
residency requirements. 

Part-time student (undergraduate): A student enrolled for fewer than 12 credits per semester or quarter, or fewer than 24 
contact hours a week each term. 

*Personal counseling: One-on-one or group counseling with trained professionals for students who want to explore 
personal, educational, or vocational issues. 

Post-baccalaureate certificate: An award that requires completion of an organized program of study requiring 18 credit 
hours beyond the bachelor’s; designed for persons who have completed a baccalaureate degree but do not meet the 
requirements of academic degrees carrying the title of master. 

Post-master’s certificate: An award that requires completion of an organized program of study of 24 credit hours beyond 
the master’s degree but does not meet the requirements of academic degrees at the doctoral level. 

Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma: Includes the following three IPEDS definitions for postsecondary awards, 
certificates, and diplomas of varying durations and credit/contact hour requirements— 

Less Than 1 Academic Year: Requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary level 
(below the baccalaureate degree) in less than 1 academic year (2 semesters or 3 quarters) or in less than 900 contact 
hours by a student enrolled full-time. 
At Least 1 But Less Than 2 Academic Years: Requires completion of an organized program of study at the 
postsecondary level (below the baccalaureate degree) in at least 1 but less than 2 full-time equivalent academic 
years, or designed for completion in at least 30 but less than 60 credit hours, or in at least 900 but less than 1,800 
contact hours. 
At Least 2 But Less Than 4 Academic Years: Requires completion of an organized program of study at the 
postsecondary level (below the baccalaureate degree) in at least 2 but less than 4 full-time equivalent academic 
years, or designed for completion in at least 60 but less than 120 credit hours, or in at least 1,800 but less than 3,600 
contact hours. 
 

Private institution: An educational institution controlled by a private individual(s) or by a nongovernmental agency, usually 
supported primarily by other than public funds, and operated by other than publicly elected or appointed officials. 

   



 Common Data Set 2008-2009 

Private for-profit institution: A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency in control receives compensation, 
other than wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk. 

Private nonprofit institution: A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency in control receives no 
compensation, other than wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk. These include both independent 
nonprofit schools and those affiliated with a religious organization. 

Proprietary institution: See Private for-profit institution. 

Public institution: An educational institution whose programs and activities are operated by publicly elected or appointed 
school officials, and which is supported primarily by public funds. 

Quarter calendar system: A calendar system in which the academic year consists of three sessions called quarters of about 
12 weeks each. The range may be from 10 to 15 weeks. There may be an additional quarter in the summer. 

Race/ethnicity: Category used to describe groups to which individuals belong, identify with, or belong in the eyes of the 
community. The categories do not denote scientific definitions of anthropological origins. A person may be counted in only 
one group. 

Race/ethnicity unknown: Category used to classify students or employees whose race/ethnicity is not known and whom 
institutions are unable to place in one of the specified racial/ethnic categories. 

Religious affiliation/commitment (as admission factor): Special consideration given in the admission process for 
affiliation with a certain church or faith/religion, commitment to a religious vocation, or observance of certain religious 
tenets/lifestyle.  

*Religious co
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calendar system. The institution may have 2 or more sessions occurring in the summer months. Some schools, such as 
vocational and beauty schools, have year-round classes with no separate summer session. 

Talent/ability (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students with demonstrated talent/abilities in areas of 
interest to the institution (e.g., sports, the arts, languages, etc.). 

Teacher certification program: Program designed to prepare students to meet the requirements for certification as teachers 
in elementary, middle/junior high, and secondary schools. 

Transfer applicant: An individual who has fulfilled the institution’s requirements to be considered for admission (including 
payment or waiving of the application fee, if any) and who has previously attended another college or university and earned 
college-level credit.  
 
Transfer student: A student entering the institution for the first time but known to have previously attended a 
postsecondary institution at the same level (e.g., undergraduate). The student may transfer with or without credit. 

Transportation (costs): Assume two round trips to student’s hometown per year for students in institutional housing or 
daily travel to and from yo an810011 Tw 10.02 0 1.860ion at the samdet

costs): t tim

a t tim wiithout credit. 
t  t i m i l y  t r a v c o s t s ) :  m

a  a n m t t i l y  t r a v i l y  t r a v i l y  t r a v i l y  t r a v t t t t t i l y  t r a v i l y  t r a v a t t i l y  t r a v i l y  t r a v t i l y  t r a v me
c o s t s ) :  m i l y  t r a v a t  t i m t - 0 h a r g v i o p 0 0 8 1 0 0 4 4 0 0 8  T m 
 ( t  1 3 m 
 ( t . 0 0 0 3 7 4  1 9 0 2  . 0 0 1 4 A 8 8 0 i o n  a t  t h e  s a m ) T j 
 1 0 1 7 6 . 5 3 8 1 7 0 3 7 4  1 9 0 2  . 0 0 1 4 8 2 0 0 0 i o n  a t  t h e  s a m ) T j 
 1 0 1 1 8 5 7 7  0 4 3 7 4  1 9 0 2  . 0 0 1 4  e n r o l i o n  a t  t h e  s a m i l y  t r a v t p o s 0 5 7 a t  5 0 0 9 9 8 6 0 2 8 -  5 4 1 2 T 8 7 . 4 8 0 5 0 4 3 7 4  1 9 0 2  . 0 0 1 4 r ’ s  d e g r e e  p r o g r a 9 8 5  T m 
 ( a ) T j 
 1 0 4 6 6 . 9 8 3 0 3 0 9 1 . 0 0 4 3 7 4  1 9 0 2  . 0 0 1 4 ,  0 4 7 . s s o E M r t e  d e g r e e  p r o g r a 9 8 5  T m 
 ( a ) T j 
 1 0 4 6 6 . 9 8 5 2 j 
 1 0 0 4 3 7 4  1 9 0 2  . 0 0 1 4  6 0 6 . a 4 4 1 . 3 5 9 8 2 0 0 0 9  a  s t a 8  T m d t i f  5 3 0 . 1 5 9 8 5  T m 
 ( 6 1 0 4 0 2  0 4 3 7 6 . 5 9 9 6  . 0 0 1 4 v o c a j 
 1 0 a l 6 0 6 . t e c h n i c a l 6 p r o g r 0 9  g e s ,  t h e y  y i t t i o n  � 8 1 0 0 4 4 0 0 8  T m 
 ( t  1 2  0 a r g v 8 4 3 7 6 . 5 9 9 6  . 0 0 1 4 a 9 8 5  T m 
 ( a ) T j 
 1 0 4 6 6 . 9 8 1 8 6 . 1 3 0 3 7 4 3 7 6 . 5 9 9 6  . 0 0 1 4  b e l o w e d i t  b a c c a l a t r e r t e  ) T 0 0 1 1  T c  0 . 0 0 1 4  T w  1 0 . 0 2 4 0  1 s  4 1 2  0  0 8 8 0 0 0 9  U n i t t i 0 0 0 9  a  s t a 8  T m d t i f  5 3 0 . 1 5 9 8 5  T m 
 ( 6 1 0 4 0 2  0 4 3 6 1 0 6 2 0 . 0 . 0 0 1 4 * V e a > > a n ’ s  c o u n s e l T m 
  4 0 2  0 4 7 . 2 0 0 0 9  M 3 0 . 1 5 5 o u t  c r e d i t .  ) T j 
 E T 
 E M 1 2  
 1 6 1 0 7 a n d  c 3 6 1 0 6 2 0 . 0 . 0 0 1 4 H e l i o n  a t  t h e  s a m ) T j 
 1 0 1 7 i l y  t r a v t t t i l y  t r a v t t a



 Common Data Set 2008-2009 

 
Financial Aid Definitions 

 
 
External scholarships and grants: Scholarships and grants received from outside (private) sources that students bring with 
them (e.g., Kiwanis, National Merit scholarships). The institution may process paperwork to receive the dollars, but it has no 
role in determining the recipient or the dollar amount awarded. 
 
Financial aid applicant: Any applicant who submits any one of the institutionally required financial aid applicatio6 612p1958 Tm
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