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learned how to live with roommates. As a newly hired tour guide, I led prospective families 

through the spaces I was just getting to know myself – Roux, Smith, and the upstairs of Moulton.  

Thanks to our unique first year and the strong relationships developed then, our class 

cares deeply about one another. At Bowdoin Thanksgiving dinner, we saved seats for the friends 

we’d met in tents outside. We pushed the school to expand mental health resources and 

demanded representation for all identities on campus. And we laughed—in college house 

basements and stadiums that were full. Graduates, we conquered our sophomore and junior years 

with curiosity, hard work, and kindness. 

Now, as seniors, we are the metaphorical tour guides for younger Bowdoin students. We 

model the strength of the Bowdoin community and the grit of a grade who never quit. And as 

I’ve gotten older, my tours are no longer about physical spaces on campus. They’ve become 

about you, the inspirational people that make Bowdoin special. I point out the tree where I run 

into fellow tour guides playing guitar on the quad. I talk about my friends who invited me to 

SASA’s Diwali celebration. I share the success of the girls’ basketball team, and how Bowdoin 

had the highest attendance at tournament games out of any D3 school. I mention supers with 

friends, plates piled high with mozzarella sticks. My tours are filled with your stories, our stories, 

the stories that make us the Class of 2024, the stories of resilient people who are equipped to 

change the world.  

Graduates, there is no college tour equivalent for the coming stage of our lives. No 

picturesque pamphlet to read in the admissions office. No information session to adulthood. But I 

am confident we don’t need another tour. We are strong, we have each other, and Bowdoin has 

gifted us the ability to be passionate, courageous leaders. We are the guides of the future, and let 

this next chapter be the just the beginning. 


