
BIRGIT TAUTZ 
Department of German, Bowdoin College 

btautz@bowdoin.edu 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

Bowdoin College George Taylor Files Professor of Modern Languages; 07/2017 – present 
Assistant (2002), Associate (2007), Full Professor (2016); 2002 – present 
Affiliate Professor, Cinema Studies; 2012 – present  
Chair of German; 2008 – 2011, fall 2012, 2014 – 2017, 2019 – 2022 
Acting Chair of Film Studies, 2010 – 2011 

Lawrence University   Assistant Professor of German, 1998 – 2002 
St. Olaf College           Visiting Instructor/Assistant Professor, 1997 – 1998 

 

EDUCATION 

Ph.D. German/Comparative Literature, University of MN, Minneapolis, 1998 
M.A. German, University of WI, Madison, 1992 

Diplomgermanistik University of Leipzig, Germany, 1991 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
Books (*peer-review; +editorial board review) 

1. Translating the World: Toward a New History of German Literature around 1800, University 
Park: Penn State UP, 2018 (paperback December 2018, also as e-book).* 

Winner of the SAMLA Studies Book Award – Monograph, 2019 
Shortlisted for the Kenshur Prize for the Best Book in Eighteenth-Century Studies, 2019 

[reviewed in Choice Jan. 2018; German Quarterly 91.3 (2018) 337-339; The Modern 
Language Review 113.4 (2018): 297-299; German Studies Review 42.1(2-19): 151-153; 
Comparative Literary Studies 56.1 (2019): e25-e27, online; Eighteenth Century Studies 
52.3 (2019) 371-373; MLQ (2019)80.2: 227-229.; Seminar (2019) 3: 298-301; Lessing 
Yearbook XLVI (2019): 208-210, Monatshefte 131(2021) 3:470-476] 

2. 
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15. “From Text to Body: the Changing Image of ‘Chinese Teachers’ in eighteenth-century 
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5. Chapter/Article, “Frozen Photographs, Recycled Photography: on Women’s Film of the 
1970s,” withdrawn from Photography in German Cinema, eds. Carrie Collenberg and Martin 
Shaheen (London, New York City: Berghahn), to be re-



Tautz, curriculum vitae 

6 

 

 

“Kulturstau im Prenzlauer Berg: Ein Essay über Ralph Martins Zeitgeistroman Papanoia” 
andererseits: Yearbook of Transatlantic German Studies 3(2013): 39-48. 
“Money, Money, Money: On Richard Gray’s Money Matters and Fritz Breithaupt’s Der Ich- 
Effekt des Geldes” review essay H-Net; March 19, 2013. 
“The Study of Literature after the Holocaust: On Sara Guyer’s Romanticism after 
Auschwitz,” review essay H-Net, (co-authored with S. Cerf); June 23, 2009. 

Recent Book Reviews (since 2017) 

Oliver Simons, Literary Conclusions (Evanston: Northwestern UP, 2022) German 
Quarterly 95.3 (Fall 2022): 333-336. 

Sean Williams, Pretexts for Writing (Lewisburg: Bucknell UP, 2019) Lessing 
Jahrbuch/Lessing Yearbook XLVIII 2021, 243-245. 

M.-I. Matthews-Schlinzig and C. Socha, eds., Was ist ein Brief? Aufsätze zu epistolarer 
Theorie und Kultur, fLessing Jahrbuch/Lessing Yearbook XVVI 2019, 201-203. 

M.-G. Dehrmann and J. Weber, eds., Gotthold Ephraim Lessing: Von der Aehnlichkeit der 
Griechischen und Deutschen Sprache
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“Monitoring one’s Health: “Müßiggang,” Coffee, and other Strangers in Classical 
Weimar” ASECS, March 2023 (Participation withdrawn due to illness). 

“On Daniel Purdy’s Chinese Sympathies (Cornell UP, 2021)” Author-Meets-Critic Roundtable, 
GSA, September 2022. 

“Kästchen – Small Things, Narrative Episodes” Atkins Goethe Conference, November 2021 
(postponed from 2020, due to Covid-19). 

(Cancelled due to Covid-19) “Boxes, letters, and the Grand Narrative of World Literature 
(Goethe & Carlyle)” ASECS, March 2020. 

“The ethical burden and the collapse of (cinematic) form,” In “The Duty of Art: Ethics and 
Empathy in Aesthetic Theory,” Seminar, GSA, October 2019. 

“New Directions in 18th century German Studies: Roundtable,” GSA, October 2019.  
“Seeing White,” Seminar, NeMLA, Washington DC, March 2019. 

“Competition in Transmitting Chinese Culture: Enlightenment Journals,” ASECS, Orlando, 
March 2018. (not appearing in person). 

“Goethe’s Aversions, Cultural Turns,” Atkins Goethe Conference, PSU, November 2017. 
“Cosmopolitan Concepts in German Journals: (Un-) Translatables?,” NEASECS/CSECS, 
Toronto, October 2017.
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Survey of German Poetry (intermediate independent study), Zach Burton, spring 2014. 
“Qingdao: Der andere Kolonialismus” (honors), Ben Ziomek, 2012 – 2013. 

“Myth and Modernity” (advanced independent study/writing), Molly Krueger, Fall 
2012. (MK is now a PhD candidate in German Studies at UC Berkeley.)   

Romanticism and Film (intermediate independent study), Caitlin Stratton, Fall 2012. 
Yoko Tawada (advanced independent study/reading focus), Chester Eng, 2010 – 2011.  

“Herausforderungen an die deutsche Kulturnation” (honors), Sally Hudson, 2009 – 2010. 
“’Um der gebrechlichen Einrichtung der Welt willen:’ Geschlecht und Scham in Heinrich 
von Kleists ‘Marquise von O’” (honors), Teresa Weaver, 2008 – 2009. 
Nietzsche and Ecology (advanced independent study/reading focus), Nick Manny, spring 2009. 

“The Uncommon Palatine-Mohawk Relationship” (Mellon Mays Summer Project), Rebecca 
Shouveiller, 2008. 

“Defining Fluctuation: Movement and Change in Fiction and Feature Films about Millennial 
Berlin” (honors), Andrew MacDonald, 2006 – 2007. 
 “Creating his own Myth: Werther’s Façade, Self-Deception, Delusion” (honors), 
Courtney Reichert, 2006. 

“Kanak Sprak und Kultur: Feridun Zaimoglus Weg vom Ethnographen zum Pop-Star” 
(honors), Adnan Prsic, 2004 – 2005. 

Sadistic Violence in Fairy Tales (advanced independent study/reading focus), Bitsy Gerasimova, 
2004. 

“Amerika-Ausgangspunkt, Fluchtpunkt, Sehepunkt: Amerikabilder in der Gegenwarts-
literatur der Schweiz” (honors), Hanny Studer, 2003 – 2004. 
“Afro-Germans: Conflicts among Generations” (honors), Bethany Dittmar, 2002 – 2003. 

 
Honors Committees (at Bowdoin) 
“Jewish cemeteries and GDR memorial culture” Emily Cohen (2019-2020, History 
Department).  
“Nazis in Latin America after World War Two” Ellen Kimball (2010-2011; History 
Department).  

Reader and committee member on all German Department Honors from 2014- 2018 and 
2019-present. 

PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE 

Editorial 
Advisory Board, book series New Studies in the Age of Goethe, (Bucknell/Rutgers UP), 2022 – 
Co-Editor, Goethe Yearbook, 2018 – 2023. 
Book Review Editor, Goethe Yearbook, 2013 – 2015. 
Editorial Board, German Quarterly, 2016 – present. 
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Editorial Board, Women in German Yearbook, 2009 – 2015.  
Advisory Editor, Eighteenth-Century Studies, July 2010 – 2012. 

Manuscript Reviews and Consultations 

Journals: Eighteenth-Century Studies, European History Quarterly, German Studies Review, 
Goethe Yearbook, German Quarterly, Modern Austrian Literature, Mosaic, 
Publications of the English Goethe Society, Seminar, Women in German Yearbook 

Academic Presses: Cornell UP, Northwestern UP, U of Michigan P, Camden 
House; Berghahn Books, Houghton-Mifflin
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Bystander-Training/ Anti-Asian Violence, Hollaback!, April 2021. 
DiversityEdu training course 2020. 
Co-Facilitator, White Fragility reading group, 2019-2020. 
Advancing Women UMaine workshop Spring 2019. 

Student Advising and Recruiting Programs 
Pre-major and major advisor, study abroad advisor (since 2003), BASE advisor (2016 – 
2017; special program for under-prepared students/inclusion). 
Various programs for Admissions office and Student Affairs, respectively (on student 
research; open Q&A, post-enrollment academic fairs, open houses, etc.). 

 
OTHER 

Languages 
German (native), English (near native), French (good reading knowledge), Latin and Russian 
(reading knowledge), Danish (rudimentary reading knowledge) 

Memberships 

American Comparative Literature Association, American Society for Eighteenth Century 
Studies, German Studies Organization, Goethe-Society of North America, Lessing Society, 
Modern Language Association, American Association of Teachers of German 
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