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Department of History 
Bowdoin College      Tel: 207-798-4298 
9900 College Station     email: dgordon@bowdoin.edu 
Brunswick, ME 04011        
 
Education 
Princeton University 
2000: PhD Dissertation, History: "The Making of a Hinterland: Environment and 

Politics in Mweru-Luapula from the 1880s to the 1990s." Advisor: R.L. Tignor. 
Completed May 2000. 

1996: M.A. in History. Major Field: Sub-Saharan African History. 
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1997-8:Rockefeller Foundation African Dissertation Internship Award for Research in 
Zambia and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

1995-9:Rollins Prize, living expenses and full tuition fellowship, Princeton University. 
1994: De Villiers-Smuts Merit Scholarship, University of Cape Town. 
 
Publications 
Books 
2017  [Source Book] Apartheid in South Africa: A History in Documents. Bedford/St.  

Martin’s, 2017. 
2012: [Monograph]Invisible Agents: Spirits in a Central African History.  

Ohio University Press. New African Histories Series. Fall  2012. 
2012:  [Edited Collection] (with Shepard Krech) Eds. Indigenous Knowledge and the  

Environment in Africa and North America. Ohio University Press. Series in 
Ecology and History, 2012. 

2006: [Monograph] Nachituti’s Gift: Economy, Society, and Environment in Central 
Africa. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,  2006. 
Award: Finalist and Honorable Mention for Melville J. Herskovits Award for Best 
Book in African Studies, 2006. Reviewed in Journal of Southern African Studies, 
International Journal of African Historical Studies, Africa Today, African Affairs, 
Choice (“Highly Recommended”).   
 

Refereed Journal Articles and Book Chapters 
2024-5:“The Powers of Objects and the Collapse of Lunda (Angola and western DRC), 

1850-190,” Forthcoming in Textures of Power in Central Africa, edited by 
Emerry kalema, Florence Bernault, and Bernoît Henriet. Forthcoming. 

2023: “The Quotidian Politics of a Love Story: Researching, Assembling, and 
Mobilizing the Lunda Legend in the Late Nineteenth Century.” The Journal of 
African History. 64.2 (2023), 209-228. 

2022:  “The Kurtz and Prospero myth models in Congo Free State archives,” in The 
Congo Free State: What Could Archives Tell Us? (Brussels and NY: Peter Lang, 
2022). 

2021: “Kingdoms and Associations: Copper’s Changing Political Economy in the 
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2018: “A Tin-Trunk Bible: Writing and Orality in a Sacred Text of the Lumpa Church,” 
In Media, Marginality and Religion in Modern Africa. Eds, Felicitas Becker, Joel 
Cabrita, and Marie Rodet. Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, February, 2018, 
93-111. 

2017: “Precursors to Red Rubber: Violence in the Congo Free State, 1885-1895.” Past 
and Present. No 236 (August 2017), 133-168. 

2017: “Slavery and Redemption in the Catholic Missions of the Upper Congo, 1878-
1909.” Slavery and Abolition. Vol. 38.3 (September, 2017), 577-600. 

2016 : “(Dis)Embodying Sovereignty: Divine Kingship in Central African 
Historiography,” Journal of African History  57.1(2016), 47-68. 

2014 : “Interpreting Documentary Sources on the Early History of the Congo Free State : 
The Case of Ngongo Luteta’s Rise and Fall. ” In History in Africa : A Journal of 
Method. Vol. 41(2014), 5-33. 

2014: “Les seigneurs de guerre dans le centre-sud africain au XIXème siècle.” L'impact 
du monde atlantique sur les anciens monde africain et européen, XVe-XIXe siècle. 
Edited by Guy Saupin. Presses Universitaires de Rennes, 2014. 

2013:   “Wearing Cloth, Wielding Guns: Consumption, Trade, and Politics in the South-
Central African Interior during the Nineteenth Century.” The Objects of Life in 
Central Africa: The History of Consumption and Social Change, 1840-1980. 
Edited by Robert Ross, Marja Hinfelaar 
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1960s to Recent Times.” Journal of Southern African Studies 31.3 (2005),477-95. 
2004: 
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2014:  “Review of Allen F. Roberts, A Dance of Assassins: Performing Early Colonial 
Hegemony in the Congo.”  Journal of African History 55.1(2014). 

2012:  “Review of Cambridge History of South Africa: Vol. 2.” International Journal of 
Afircan Historical Studies 45.3 (2012). 

2012: “Review of John Stuart, British Missionaries and the End of Empire.” American 
Historical Review. 117 (2012). 

2012: “Review of Paul S. Landau, Popular Politics in the History of South Africa.” 
Journal of African History 53.1(2012). 

2012: “Alice Mulenga 
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Commonwealth History 32.3 (2004). 
2004: “Review of Andrew Sardanis, Africa: the Other Side of the Coin.” 

African Studies Review 47.2 (2004). 
2004: “Review of Luise White, The Assassination of Herbert Chitepo.” History: 

Reviews of New Books, 32.2 (2004). 
2003: “Sub-Saharan Africa.” Europe 1450-1789: Encyclopedia of the Early Modern 

World.  Edited by Jonathan Dewald. Scribner and Sons (2003). 
!""#$%% &'()*+,-,./)0-%1*0+.(%0+2%3),+,4/(5%,6%7)0-(%/+%8*(%9/58,:;%,6%<=(:>?%

@>0A>-0B5%C/5*(:;DE%FAO Technical Report FGHI!D%32/8(2%J;%3;,-6%@0:5,+%(8D%0-D%
2002: “Review of Eugenia Herbert, Twighlight on the Zambezi,” International  

Journal of African Historical Studies 35.2 (2002). 
2002: “Central Africa’s Predatory Elites.” Australasian Review of African Studies 

XXIV.2 (2002). 
2002:  “Bemba” in Ember, Carol R., Melvin Ember, and Ian Skoggard, eds. Encyclopedia 

of World Cultures Supplement
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2022: “What does Chibinda Ilunda tell us about the Past, Present, and Future of 
Portuguese Displays of African Art?” Paper presented to 11 Congresso Ibérico de 
Estudos Africanos  July, 2022 

2022: “Beyond the Document: Interpreting the Colonial Archives of African Material” 
Paper presented to 11 Congresso Ibérico de Estudos Africanos  July, 2022 

2021: 
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2006: Panel Chair, “Politics and Civil Society in Post-Colonial Zambia.” Paper 
Presentation: “God in Heaven, Kaunda on Earth”: Party and Church after 
Independence.” African Studies Association, San Francisco, 16-19 November, 
2006. 

2006: “Beyond Ethnicity: Narratives of War and Exile in the Lumpa Church.” Presented 
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2014: “Rendering the Invisible: Divine Kingship in Central African Historiography.” 
Presented to the Davis Center seminar on Belief / Unbelief, Princeton University, 
April 11, 2014. 

2014: Podcast, “Spirituality in Central African History,” Episode 78 of Africa Past and 
Present -- the podcast about African history, culture, and politics. University of 
Michigan. Available at http://afripod.aodl.org 

2014: “Nelson Mandela and His Legacy,” Thornton Oaks Retirement Community, 
Brunswick, Maine, 6 Jan, 2014 

2011: “History and the Invisible World.” Lecture to History Department, University of 
Maine-Orono, 4 April, 2011. 

2010: Invited Moderator. Post-performance discussion of “The Syringa Tree.” Portland 
Stage Company. 

2010: “Spirits and Politics: Alternative Sovereignties in Central African History.” 
Presentation to Faculty Lecture Series, Bowdoin College. 

2009: Seminar Presentation, “Spiritual Sovereignty and the Political Imagination,” Rice 
University, Humanities Research Center, 1 April 2009.  

2008: Invited Discussant, Africa Addio, Columbia University, 2 December, 2008.  
2008: Moderator. Student Panel Discussion on kNOw Poverty Africa Discussion, 

Bowdoin College, 7 April, 2008. 
2007: Invited Lecture, Walter Rodney Seminar Series, Boston University. Lecture: “A 

Community of Suffering: History and Identity in the Lumpa Church,” 5 Nov., 
2007. 

2007: Invited Discussant, “Heritage Day

https://webmail.bowdoin.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=vkBJ9SmhUECODixycDzCaZlthVF8HdEISFwSypG-55WUoQk-Js38uRCbB5L-q3gwy9CJWKew90E.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fafripod.aodl.org
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Anna Louisa Lennon (2019): “Land Redistribution in Post-Apartheid South Africa.”  
Lily Woodward (2017) “The Politics of Incorporation: Refugees, Asylum Seekers, and 

the Law” (Africana Studies) 
Sophie Binenfeld (2017) “Liberalism and Its Limitations: A Jewish Journalist in 

Apartheid South Africa.” 
Natalie Kiley-Bergen (2017) “African Population Movements in the Indian Ocean World: 

Genetics as an Historical Source.” 
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