Govt 2405
Spring 2020

British Politics and Society
Govt 2405

Henry Laurence

Mon, Weds 10.05 - 11.30 am
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2-3 pm and Fridays 2-4 pm or by appointment.

Overview

Explores modern British politics in historical, social and cultural context. Considers the historical roots
of the modern democratic state, but focuses on political developments after 1945. Analyzes the
birth of the welfare state, neoliberalism, Brexit, and the contemporary political scene. Explores
policy issues including health and welfare, inequality, education, cultural change, diversity,
immigration policy and populism.

Requirements:

1 4 short (15 min) in-class reading quizzes 30%
1 Paper 1 (5-7 pages) Due in class on March 2" 20%
T Paper 2 (5-7 pages) Due 5.00 pm Friday May 1% 20%
1 Final exam or final paper (8-10pp) 20%
1 Class participation 10%
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23M 1979-1997 | *Oxford History of Britain pp 649-663
Thatcherism | *Martin Pugh State and Society: A Social and Political History of
Britain (Bloomsbury, 5th Ed. 2017) pp 432-461
* Garnett and Lynch (2012) Ch 3 “From Attlee to Blair” esp 53-66
[James Wood “Can You Forgive Her? How Margaret Thatcher
Ruled” New Yorker Dec 2 2019]
2I5 W Thatcher’s John Cassidy “The Economic Case for and against Thatcherism”
Quizl | |egacy The New Yorker April 9t 2013
James Bell “The Thatcher Effect: What Changed and What Stayed
the Same?” Guardian 4/12/13
“Margaret Thatcher: A Cut above the Rest” Economist blog
4/8/2013
[David Cameron “Tribute to Margaret Thatcher Guardian 4/10/13]
2110M  11997-2010 | * Oxford History of Britain 663-677
New Labour | * Heffernan “Labour’s New Labour Legacy” Political Science
Review 2011 vol. 9
2/12W | Devolution: | * Michael Moran Politics and Governance in the UK (Palgrave, 2nd
N Ireland ed. 2011) Ch 11 “Northern Ireland” pp. 197-211
and Scotland | *Moran Ch 10 “Scotland and Wales”
207 M 2010-2020  *Jones and Norton Politics UK 9" ed Ch 5 “Political Parties”
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