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CONTACT  
INFORMATION 

 
8400 College Station 
Brunswick, ME 04011-8484  

 
Email: kolson@bowdoin.edu 
Phone: 207-798-4327 

 
 
 
ACADEMIC  
APPOINTMENTS 
 
 

 
 
 
Bowdoin College 
     Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy (2021-present) 
     Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy (2014-2021) 
Stanford University 
     Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science (2012-14) 
Princeton University 
     Harold T. Shapiro Bioethics Research Associate & Lecturer (2010-12) 

 
 
 
EDUCATION 

 

 

 
 
 

Harvard University, Ph.D. Philosophy, Nov. 2010 
     Dissertation: Justice, Unequal Talents, and the Market 
     Committee: Thomas M. Scanlon (chair), Frances Kamm, and Amartya Sen 
Harvard University, A.M. Health Policy, Nov. 2009 (completed coursework for Ph.D.) 
Duke University, J.D., with honors, May 1996 
Indiana University, B.A., with high honors, Music and Geography, Dec. 1992      

 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
 

 
 
  
Book 
The Solidarity Solution: Principles for a Fair Income Distribution (Oxford 
University Press, 2020).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Articles 
ǲ�������������ǯ��
���������������������������������ǡǳ�Philosophy Compass 17 
(2022): 1-10.   
 
ǲ������������������������� Care About: A Solidarity Approach to Resource 
Allocation,ǳ�Political Studies (2020): 1-17.   
 
ǲ������������������������	�������������������������ǡǳ�Philosophy & Public 
Affairs 46 (2018): 269-292. 
 

ǲSolving Which Trilemma? The Many Interpretations of Equality, Pareto, and 
Freedom of Occupational Choice,ǳ�Politics, Philosophy & Economics 16 (2017): 
282-307. 
 
ǲ���������������������������ǡǳ�Canadian Journal of Philosophy 44 (2014): 264-
285.  

 
ǲ�����������ǡ����������
��ǫǳ�Philosophical Topics 40 (2012): 45-61.  
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PUBLICATIONS  
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HONORS & 
AWARDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Philip L. Quinn Fellowship, National Humanities Center. 2022-23 

Andrew W. Mellon Award, Bowdoin College. 2017 

Emily and Charles Carrier Dissertation Prize, Harvard University. 2011 

Whiting Dissertation Completion Fellowship, Harvard University. 2009-2010 

American Philosophical Association (Pacific), Graduate Student Prize. 2009 

Project on Justice, Welfare, and Economics Graduate Fellowship. 2008-09 

Edmond J. Safra Graduate Fellowship in Ethics. 2007-08 

Kennedy School, ����ǯ������������������������������������������Ǥ�ʹͲͲ 

International Society for Utilitarian Studies, Graduate Student Paper Prize. 2005 

National Science Foundation Graduate Student Fellowship. 2002-03, 2005-07 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality Training Grant. 2001-02 

Neill James Blue Scholarship, Duke Law School. 1993-96 
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SELECTED 
PRESENTATIONS 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ǲ�������������������-	�������ǡǳ� 
       Eastern Division Meeting, American Philosophical Association (Jan. 2017) 
       Dartmouth College Political Economy Project (May 2016) 
       Harvard University, Celebration of the Philosophy and Teaching of T.M. 
       Scanlon (Apr. 2016) 
       Bates College Philosophy Department (Mar. 2016) 
       UCLA School of Law, Legal Theory Workshop (Jan. 2016) 
 
ǲ��������ǡ�����������������ǡ��������������������������ǡǳ�Justice at Work 
Conference, Pozen Family Center for Human Rights, University of Chicago (Oct. 
2016) 
 
ǲ����-	������������������������������������������ǡǳ�������������������������
Ethics and Welfare Economics, University of Chicago (Oct. 2014) 
 
ǲ	�������ǡǳ���U Colloquium in Legal, Political, & Social Philosophy (Sept. 2014) 
 
ǲ	�������ǡ�����- 
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SELECTED 
PRESENTATIONS 
(cont.) 
 

ǲ�����������������������������ǣ����������
�������������������������������
��������ǫǳ�������������������������������ǡ������������������������ȋ���Ǥ�ʹͲͲͺȌ 
 
ǲ�������ǯ��������������������������ǣ�������������������������������������
���������������ǡǳ������national Society for Utilitarian Studies, Dartmouth 
College (Aug. 2005) 

 
 
INVITED 
COMMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
None Above: A Philosophy of Social Hierarchy (book manuscript workshop for 
Niko Kolodny), University of Southern California (May 2021) 
 
�����������������ǡ�ǲ���������������������ǡǳ���������ǡ�����������ǡ���������������
2021 Conference (Feb. 2021) 
 
�������������ǡ�ǲ������������������������������������������ǫǳ�Politics, 
Philosophy, and Economics 2020 Conference, Tulane University, New Orleans, 
(Mar. 2020) 
 
Debra Satz, ǲ����������������������������������������������������������ǡǳ�
Lindner Lecture, The College of Wooster, Ohio (Oct. 2017) 
 
Frances Kamm, ǲ�������ǡǳ�Northwestern Society for the Theory of Ethics and 
Politics, Northwestern University (May 2015)  
 

�����������������ǡ�ǲ����������������������������������������-��������������ǡǳ�
Conference on Normative Ethics and Welfare Economics, University of Chicago 
(Oct. 2014)  
 

Justice in Production (book manuscript roundtable for Lucas Stanczyk), Midwest 
Political Science Association Meeting (Apr. 2014)  
 
Epistemology and Political Theory (papers by Eric Beerbohm, Yvonne Chiu, 
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LEGAL & POLICY 
EXPERIENCE 
 
 
 

National Health Law Program, Chapel Hill, NC  
     Staff Attorney (1996-ney (1996


