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EMPLOYEES

Employees must complete and sign Section 1 of Form I-9 no later than the first day of employment (i.e., the date the 
employee begins performing labor or services in the United States in return for wages or other remuneration).  Employees 
may complete Section 1 before the first day of employment, but cannot complete the form before accbor o3 Sioyees 
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If you select this box, enter the date that your employment authorization expires, if any, in the space provided.  In 
most cases, your employment authorization expiration date is found on the documentation evidencing your 
employment authorization.  If your employment authorization documentation has been automatically extended by the 
issuing authority, enter the expiration date of the automatic extension in this space.

●  Refugees, asylees, and certain citizens of the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
or Palau, and other noncitizens authorized to work whose employment authorization does not have an expiration 
date, should enter N/A in the Expiration Date field.

Employees who select "a noncitizen authorized to work" must enter one of the following to complete Section 1:

Your employer may not ask for documentation to verify the information you entered in Section 1.

(1)  USCIS Number/A-Number (7 to 9 digits);
(2)  Form I-94 Admission Number (11 digits); or
(3)  Foreign Passport Number and the Country of Issuance 

Step 3:  Sign and enter the date you signed Section 1.  Do NOT back-date this field.
Step 4:  Preparer and/or translator completes a Preparer and/or Translator Certification, if applicable.

Within three business days after your first day of employment, you, the employee, must present to your employer original, 
acceptable, and unexpired documentation that establishes your identity and employment authorization.  For example, if 
you begin employment on Monday, you must present documentation on or before the Thursday of that week.  However, if 
you were hired to work for less than three business days, you must present documentation no later than the first day of 
employment.

Choose which documentation to present to your employer from the Lists of Acceptable Documents.  An employer cannot 
specify which documentation you may present from the Lists of Acceptable Documents.  You may present either: 1.) one 
selection from List A or 2.) a combination of one selection from List B and one selection from List C.  In certain cases, you 
may also present an acceptable receipt for List A, B, or C documents.  For more information on receipts, refer to the M-274.

Step 5:  Present Form I-9 Documentation

If a preparer and/or translator assists an employee in completing Section 1, that person must complete a Certification area 
on Supplement A, Preparer and/or Translator Certification for Section 1, located on Page 3 of Form I-9.  There is no limit 
to the number of preparers and/or translators an employee may use.  Each preparer and/or translator must complete and 
sign a separate Certification area.  Employers must ensure that they retain any additional pages with the employee's 
completed Form I-9.  If the employee does not use a preparer or translator, employers are not required to provide or retain 
Supplement A.

●  List A documentations show both identity and employment authorization.  Some documentation must be presented 
together to be considered acceptable List A documentation.  If you present acceptable List A documentation, you 
should not be asked to present List B and List C documentation.

●  List B documentation shows identity only and List C documentation shows employment authorization only.  If you 
present acceptable List B and List C documentation, you should not be asked to present List A documentation.  
Guidance is available in the M-274 if you are under the age of 18 or have a disability (special placement) and 
cannot provide List B documentation.

Your employer must physically examine the documentation you present to complete Form I-9, or examine them consistent 
with an alternative procedure authorized by the Secretary of DHS. If your documentation reasonably appears to be 
genuine and to relate to you, your employer must accept the documentation.  If your documentation does not reasonably 
appear to be genuine or to relate to you, your employer must reject it and provide you with an opportunity to present other 
documentation.  Your employer may choose to make copies of your documentation, but must return the original(s) to you. 
Your employer may not ask for documentation to verify the information you entered in Section 1.

A noncitizen (other than Item Numbers 2. and 3. above) authorized to work:  An individual who has 
authorization to work but is not a U.S. citizen, noncitizen national, or lawful permanent resident.

4.
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You or your authorized representative must complete Section 2 by physically examining evidence of the employee's 
identity and employment authorization within three business days after the employee's first day of employment.  For 
example, if an employee begins employment on Monday, you must review the employee's documentation and complete 
Section 2 on or before the Thursday of that week.  However, if the individual will work for less than three business days, 
Section 2 must be completed no later than the first day of employment.

Step 1:  Enter information from the documentation the employee presents.
You, the employer or authorized representative, must either physically examine, or examine consistent with an alternative 
procedure authorized by the Secretary of DHS, the original, acceptable, and unexpired documentation the employee 
presents from the Lists of Acceptable Documents to complete the applicable document fields in Section 2.  You cannot 
specify which documentation an employee may present from these Lists of Acceptable Documents.  A document is 
acceptable if it reasonably appears to be genuine and to relate to the person presenting it.  Photocopies, except for certified 
copies of birth certificates, are not acceptable for Form I-9.  Employees must present one selection from List A or a 
combination of one selection from List B and one selection from List C.
You may use common abbreviations for states, document titles, or issuing authorities, such as:  “DL” for driver's license, 
and “SSA” for Social Security Administration.  Refer to the M-274 for abbreviation suggestions.
List A documentation shows both identity and employment authorization.

●  Enter the required information from the List A documentation in the first set of document entry fields in the List A 
column.  Some List A documentation consists of a combination of documents that must be presented together to be 
considered acceptable List A documentation.  If the employee presents a combination of documents for List A, use 
the second and third sets of document entry fields in the List A column.  Use the Additional Information space, as 
necessary, for additional documents.  When entering document information in this space, ensure you record all 
available document information, such as the document title, issuing authority, document number and expiration 
date.

●  If an employee presents acceptable List A documentation, do not ask the employee to present List B and List C 
documentation.

List B documentation shows identity only, and List C documentation shows employment authorization only. 
●   If an employee presents acceptable List B and List C documentation, enter the required information from the 

documentation under each corresponding column and do not ask the employee to present List A documentation.
●   If an employee under the age of 18 or with disabilities (special placement) cannot provide List B documentation, 

see the M-274 for guidance.
In certain cases, the employee may present an acceptable receipt for List A, B, or C documentation.  For more information 
on receipts, refer to the Lists of Acceptable Documents and the M-274.

Photocopies
●   You may make photocopies of the documentation examined but must return the original documentation to the 

employee.

●   You must retain any photocopies you make with Form I-9 in case of an inspection by DHS, the Department of 
Labor, or the Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, Immigrant and Employee Rights Section.

Step 2:  Enter additional information, if necessary.

Use the Additional Information field to record any additional information required to complete Section 2, or any updates 
that are necessary once Section 2 is complete.  Initial and date each additional notation.  See the M-274 for more 
information.  Such notations include, but are not limited to:

You may designate an authorized representative to act on your behalf to complete Section 2.

Section 2:  Employer Review and Verification

Before completing Section 2, you, the employer, should review Section 1.  If you find any errors or missing information 
in Section 1., the employee must correct the error, and then initial and date the correction.
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Step 4:  Complete the employer certification.

Employers or their authorized representatives, if applicable, must complete all applicable fields in this area, and sign and 
date where indicated.

Reverification and Rehire

To reverify an employee's work authorization or document an employee's rehire, use Supplement B, Reverification and 
Rehire (formerly Section 3).  Employers need only complete and retain the supplement page when employment 
authorization reverification is required.  Employers may choose to document a rehire on the supplement as well.  Enter the 
employee's name at the top of each supplement page you use.  In the New Name field, record any change the employee 
reports at the time of reverification or rehire.  Use a new section of the supplement for each instance of a reverification or 
rehire, sign and date that section when completed, and attach it to the employee's completed Form I-9.  Use additional 
supplement pages as necessary.  Use the Additional Information fields if the employee's documentation presented for 
reverification requires future updates.

Reverifications

When reverification is required, you must reverify the employee by the earlier of the employment authorization expiration 
date stated in Section 1 (if any), or the expiration date of the List A or List C employment authorization documentation 
recorded in Section 2.  Employers should complete any subsequent reverifications, if required, by the expiration date of 
the List A or List C documentation entered during the employee's most recent reverification.

For reverification, employees must present acceptable documentation from either List A or List C showing their 
continuing authorization to work in the United States.  You must allow employees to choose which acceptable 
documentation to present for reverification.  Employees are not required to show the same type of document they 
presented previously.  Enter the documentation information in the appropriate fields provided.

You should not reverify the employment authorization of U.S. citizens and noncitizen nationals, or lawful permanent 
residents (including conditional residents) who presented a Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551) or other employment 
authorization documentation that is not subject to reverification (such as an unrestricted Social Security card).  
Reverification does not apply to List B documentation.  Reverification may not apply to certain noncitizens. See the 
M-274 for more information about when reverification may not be required.

Rehires

If you rehire an employee within three years from the date the employee's Form I-9 was first completed, you may 
complete the supplement and attach it to the employee's previously completed Form I-9.  If the employee remains 
employment-authorized, as indicated on the previously completed Form I-9, record the date of rehire and any name 
changes.  If the employee's employment authorization or List A or C documents have expired, you must reverify the 
employee as described above. 

Alternatively, you may complete a new Form I-9 for rehired employees.  You must complete a new Form I-9 for any 
employee you rehired more than three years after you originally completed a Form I-9 for that employee.

You may also enter optional information, such as termination dates, form retention dates, and E-Verify case numbers, if 
applicable.

●   Additional documentation that may be presented by certain nonimmigrant employees.
●   Replacement document information if a receipt was previously presented.
●   Those required by DHS, such as extensions of employment authorization or a document's expiration date.

Step 3:  Select the box in the Additional Information area if you used an alternate procedure for document 
examination authorized by the Secretary of DHS.
You must select this box if you used an alternative procedure authorized by DHS to examine the documents.  You may 
refer to the M-274 for guidance on implementing alternative procedures for document examination approved by the 
Secretary of DHS.
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For E-Verify employers:
●   Ensure employees enter their Social Security number in Section 1.
●   You must only accept List B documentation that contains a photograph.  This applies to individuals under the age 

of 18 and individuals with disabilities.
●
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Paperwork Reduction Act

An agency may not conduct or sponsor an information collection and a person is not required to respond to a collection of 


