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In this research project, I compared reportage on events in Ukraine in the Kyrgyz newspaper
Vecherniy Bishkek from two especially volatile periods in Ukraine's recent history—the one-year period
after the start of the Euromaidan protests (November 21, 2013–November 20, 2014) and the one-year
period after Putin's recognition of the independence of Ukraine's breakaway southeastern regions
(February 21, 2022–February 20, 2023). In the post-Soviet sphere, Kyrgyzstan and Ukraine both stand out
for their relative political instability and frequency of revolutions and regime changes. However, the two
states' relations with Russia, the regional hegemon, have developed very differently, as Ukraine has
increasingly defied Russian hegemony while Kyrgyzstan has largely remaisiahas escalated even further.

I first chose to examine Vecherniy Bishkek due to its history as a So�=h
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tags, such as "military operation in Ukraine." Articles were deemed relevant if they, for

example, establish a historical connection or comparison between Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan, discuss the
direct economic result of the Ukraine–Russia military conflict, highlight the opinions of military or
political experts, et cetera. After compiling all articles deemed sufficiently relevant, I tagged each article
with its primary theme and, if the article consists of or partially contains reprinted information from
another news outlet, the country or "block" (e.g. the West) of origin of the news outlet, from which
Vecherniy Bishkek reprinted information, was also noted.

A significant finding was that Vecherniy Bishkek relied on reportage from Russian news outlets to
a similar extent in both time periods, but that qualitatively, content reprinted from Russia represented a
wider range of views in the first time period than in the second. Another significant finding was that
original reportage in the first time period tended to be much more sympathetic toward Ukraine and
inclusive of Ukrainian perspectives, while original reportage in the second time period was generally
oppositional, even propagandist at times, toward Ukraine. Lastly, I examined possible explanations for
these changes, including increasing restrictions placed on Russian media, democratic backsliding in
Kyrgyzstan under president Japarov, and the heightened risk of opposition to Russia.
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